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18" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ISLAND TOURISM - ICIT

Islands in Transition: Policy, Development and Resilience

28th — 315t October 2026

SESSION 1:
Polo Universitario di Trapani

Trapani City - Sicily Island - Italy - EU

SESSION 2:
Council Chamber — Municipality of Pantelleria

Pantelleria Island - Italy - EU
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CONFERENCE BACKGROUND

The Observatory on Tourism in the European Islands (OTIE) invites scholars, researchers,
professors, policymakers, and industry professionals to participate in the 18th OTIE
International Conference on Island Tourism 2026.

This prestigious conference provides a platform to discuss cutting-edge research and innovative
solutions that address the challenges and opportunities facing island tourism today.

As island destinations contend with changing environmental, economic, and cultural pressures,
sustainable tourism strategies are more critical than ever.

The 18" OTIE International Islands Conference 2026 will focus on Islands in Transition: Policy,
Development and Resilience.

The conference is organised in cooperation with the University of Palermo, Sicily, and will be
held in two locations. Session 1 will be hosted at Polo Universitario di Trapani, Trapani City, and
Session 2 will be hosted in the Municipality of Pantelleria on Pantelleria Island.

The thematic session, “Islands Policy Meeting”, will be held on the Island of Pantelleria in
collaboration with the Halle Institute of Economic Research (IWH - CompNET) and the Centre
of Planning and Economic Research.
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CONFERENCE THEMES

1. Island Policy and Governance

—European Island Strategy

—Island Governance and Multi-Level Policy Making
—Territorial Cohesion and Islandness

—Island Geopolitics and European Integration

2. Sustainable Development and Island Economies
—Island Economic Resilience

—Entrepreneurship and SMEs in Island Regions
—Investment and Financing for Island Development
—Managing Seasonality and Over-Tourism

3. Tourism, Destinations and Cultural Heritage
—Sustainable Island Tourism

—Strategic Tourism Planning

—Religious Tourism Development

—Sustainable Management of Historic and Cultural Sites
—Sports and Adventure Tourism

4. Connectivity, Accessibility and Mobility
—Island Transport Solutions

—Maritime and Air Connectivity

—Digital Connectivity and Smart Mobility
—Accessibility and Inclusion

5. Digital Transformation and Smart Islands
—Artificial Intelligence and Tourism

—Smart Islands and Digital Innovation

—Digital Skills and Remote Work

—Data-Driven Destination Management

6. Society, Identity and Communities
—Language and Identity in Island Communities
—Multilingual Marketing and Communication
—Youth Retention and Talent Attraction
—Social Equity and Community Well-Being

7. Climate Change, Environment and Resilience
—Climate Change Adaptation

—Climate Resilience in Island Regions

—Renewable Energy and Energy Transition

—Water Scarcity and Resource Management
—Circular Economy and Waste Management

8. Regional and sub-regional data for analysis
—Micro-data enhancement for benchmarking and productivity analysis
—Data and research tools to support regional and island policymaking
—Regional and island economic policy for EU competitiveness
—Regional clustering and island typologies
—Best practices and case studies

T SHAE ATHACURTH @ LEEDS anr’ ® f: .‘
DUBLIN 5 | UNITIRFY1) i ey IWH-CompNet
CNNCRSITY SUBUIN = NSz R et' The Competitiveness Research Network




* Unlver5|ta

©OTIE

‘\,\.—5 diPalermo
OBSERVATORY ON TOURISM 1 SIEV
IN THE EUROPEAN ISLANDS

Polo Territoriale Universitario di Trapani

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Maria Luisa Bonomolo, Secretariat OTIE

Nunziata Gilardetti, Administration Department OTIE
Martina Nuccio, Research Department OTIE

Martina Saladino, Research Department OTIE

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Giovanni Ruggieri, University of Palermo, IT

Rodolfo Baggio, University of Bocconi, IT

Mauro Ferrante, University of Palermo, IT

Razaqg Raj, Leeds Beckett University, UK

Kevin Griffin, Technological University of Dublin, ER

Filippo Di Mauro, Halle Institute of Economic Research, DE
Fabio Mazzola, University of Palermo, IT

Theodore Tsekeris, Centre of Planning and Economic Research, GR
Sergio Inferrera, Queen Mary College, UK

Stefano De Cantis, University of Palermo, IT

Marco Platania, University of Catania, IT

Richard W. Butler, University of Strathclyde, UK

Carlos Santos, University of Azores, PT

Francisco J. Calderon, University of Malaga, SP

Samantha Chaperon, University of Greenwich, UK

Fabien LANDRON, University of Corsica, FR

Sebastien QUENOT, University of Corsica, FR
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Richard Butler (University of Strathclyde) is an Emeritus Professor of Tourism at the University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow, and an internationally renowned scholar in tourism geography and destination
development. He is best known for developing the Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC) model, one of the
most influential and widely used conceptual frameworks for understanding how tourism destinations
evolve and transform. His research interests include destination development, sustainability, tourism
in peripheral and island regions, overtourism, political change, and Indigenous tourism. Professor
Butler has published extensively throughout his academic career, with more than 200 papers and book
chapters, as well as numerous edited and authored volumes. He has also consulted for governments,
international organisations, and tourism agencies worldwide. In recognition of his outstanding
contribution to tourism research and the dissemination of knowledge, he was awarded the UNWTO
Ulysses Medal in 2016

Razaq Raj (Leeds Beckett University) is an internationally recognised researcher and professor in
tourism, events, and strategic management, with an academic career spanning Europe and Asia. He
is a Visiting Professor at KEDGE Business School (France) and an Honorary Professor at the University
of Vitez (Bosnia). A leading authority on sustainable tourism, cultural festivals, and religious tourism,
he is the founding Co-Editor of the Journal of Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage and Series Editor of
the CABI Religious Tourism & Pilgrimage book series. His influential publications include Religious
Tourism and Pilgrimage Management, Events Management, and Event Management and
Sustainability, which academics and practitioners worldwide use widely. Beyond academia, Razaq Raj
is recognised for fostering international research collaborations, advising higher education institutions
on quality assurance, and contributing to public discourse on global issues, including appearances on
BBC and Sky News as an expert commentator.

Giovanni Ruggieri (University of Palermo) is Associate Professor of Applied Economics and Chair of
Economics of Tourism and Tourism Industries at the University of Palermo. He also teaches Tourism
Systems Economics in the Master's programme at Florida International University (Miami, USA). An
internationally recognised expert in tourism economics and sustainable destination development, he
is President of the Observatory of Tourism of the European Islands (OTIE) and Founding Editor of the
International Journal of Island Research. His research focuses on island economies, tourism
ecosystems, heritage and UNESCO site management, sustainable tourism, and the economic impact
of tourism on destinations. Professor Ruggieri has authored numerous scientific publications and has
led the development of several UNESCO management plans.

Filippo Di Mauro has more than 30 years of applied economic experience as economist and research
manager in Central Banks (Bank of Italy (1984-1990, 1996-98), US Federal Reserve Board (May-
September 2010), European Central Bank (1998-2016)) and International Development organizations
(Asian Development Bank (1990-94), IMF (1986-88, 1994-96)). He has been with the ECB since its
start in 1998, and from then until 2010 he directed international economic analysis and global
economic forecasts in its Economics Department. Filippo di Mauro has an extensive publication record,
including in academic journals such as the Journal of Applied Econometrics, the Journal of International
Money and Finance, and Economic Policy. An economics graduate of the University of Rome, di Mauro
holds an MA and a PhD in Economics from the University of Chicago and the American University,
respectively.
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Please provide the following information in your Abstract:

— A clear and precise title for your paper.
— All contributing authors' names (s), institutional affiliations, and email addresses.

— A list of five keywords that describe the research.
— A concise abstract of max. 300 words in good English provide an overview of your

proposed paper.
— 3 key bibliographic references at the end of the abstract.
— Please use the 12-point Arial font, single-spaced, spell-check, and proofread your

abstract before submitting it.

Submit your Abstract here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd] vuCPjNv42Nnl1ffxwiz

R mcV4Fi99i3cYrBYf1Cz8q6pKA/viewform

IMPORTANT DATES

15t September 2026 Abstract submission Deadline

30t September 2026 Registration and Payment Deadline

PUBLICATION OPPORTUNITIES

All submitted papers to the International Journal of Islands Tourism will follow a double-masked
review process to be selected for publication in the:

International Journal of Islands Tourism (IJIT) https://arrow.tudublin.ie/ijir/
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SESSION 1

CONFERENCE LOCATION IN TRAPANI

Polo Universitario di Trapani - University of Palermo
Lungomare Dante Alighieri, Trapani, Italy

Trapani — Sicily Island - Italy - EU

The Trapani Campus of the University of Palermo is one of the University's decentralised
academic centres and serves as a key hub for higher education, research, and community
engagement in Western Sicily. Located along the Trapani seafront, the campus offers modern
teaching facilities and provides an ideal setting for academic exchange and international
cooperation. Through its strong connections with local institutions, businesses, and tourism
stakeholders, the campus plays an important role in supporting sustainable regional

development and innovation.

University website:https://www.unipa.it/amministrazione/politerritoriali/poloterritorialetrapani/

City of Trapani
Trapani is a historic coastal city on Sicily's western tip, renowned for its maritime heritage,
cultural traditions, and strategic position at the heart of the Mediterranean. The city is famous
for its historic centre, Baroque architecture, salt pans, tuna fisheries, and vibrant culinary
traditions. Trapani also serves as the gateway to several iconic destinations, including the Egadi
Islands, Erice, Mozia, and the Stagnone Lagoon. Combining history, culture, nature, and
authentic local experiences, Trapani offers conference participants the opportunity to discover

one of the most fascinating and diverse destinations in the Mediterranean region.

Useful links:

Municipality of Trapani: https://www.comune.trapani.it

Tourism Information: https://www.visitsicily.info/en/trapani/
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SESSION 2

CONFERENCE LOCATION IN PANTELLERIA ISLAND

Council Chamber — Municipality of Pantelleria
Piazza Cavour, 15

91017 Pantelleria (TP), Italy

The Municipality of Pantelleria is the local government authority responsible for the
administration and sustainable development of Pantelleria, one of the Mediterranean’s most
distinctive island territories. Located between Sicily and the coast of North Africa, the island is
renowned for its volcanic landscape, rich cultural heritage, traditional agricultural practices, and
unique natural environment. Through cooperation with public institutions, local communities,
businesses, and tourism stakeholders, the Municipality plays a key role in promoting responsible
tourism, environmental protection, territorial innovation, and the well-being of the island

community.

Municipality website: https://www.comune.pantelleria.tp.it/

Pantelleria Island

Pantelleria is a volcanic island in the Sicilian Channel, between Sicily and North Africa and
renowned for its distinctive landscapes, cultural heritage, and strong relationship between local
communities and the natural environment. The island combines dramatic volcanic formations,
thermal springs, the Specchio di Venere lake, terraced vineyards, and traditional dammusi stone
houses. Pantelleria is also internationally recognized for the traditional cultivation of the vite ad
alberello, inscribed by UNESCO in 2014 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. With its unique combination of nature, agriculture, history, and
Mediterranean identity, Pantelleria offers an exceptional setting for exploring the challenges and

opportunities of sustainable island development.

Useful links:

Municipality of Pantelleria: https://www.comune.pantelleria.tp.it

Official tourism website: https://visitpantelleriaisland.it
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CONFERENCE FEES

Ordinary participants € 300.00
PhD Students € 200.00
Accompanying persons € 250.00

Conference fee includes:

Session 1:
— Book of abstracts with ISBN

— Conference materials

—  Welcome cocktall

— Light lunch at the conference

— Coffee break during the conference
— Social dinner

Session 2:

- Dinner on arrival

- Morning session at the Municipality
- Light lunch

IMPORTANT:

All travel, transfers, and accommodation costs for sessions 1 and 2, and travel to
and from Pantelleria Island, are not included in the conference fees.

ORGANISATION

Observatory on Tourism for Island Economy

Website: https://www.otie.org/conferences.html

e-mail: info@otie.org
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