


The First Observatory on Islands Tourism
 
The Observatory on Tourism in the European   
Islands -OTIE- is a non-pro�t international organi-
zation, which was founded in 2007 by seven Euro-
pean Chambers of Commerce with the aim of 
analysing and monitoring tourism in the islands 
of their respective countries.

Developing Tourism in European Islands

The mission of the Observatory concernes the 
carrying out of new studies and research on the 
islands of the European Union by sharing objectives, 
results and polices with the mailn governaments and 
local administrations. 

Osservatorio sul Turismo delle Isole Europee
 Observatorio de Turismo en las islas Europeas
 Observatoire sur le Tourisme dans les Iles Européennes
 Παρατηρητήριο Τουρισμού στα Ευρωπαϊκά Νησιά
 Euroopan saarien matkailu observatorio
Observatorium des Tourismus auf dem Europäischen Inseln



OTIE members 2017

Insular Chambers of Commerce take part in the Observatory, accor-
ding to three categories of founding, ordinary and supporting 
members. 
Various basic services are addressed to OTIE members. Members’ 
representatives are the components of the Assembly which 
annually convenes with the aim to approve the decisions taken by 
the Executive Committee. 

International Network 2017

OTIE has olso been a
liated to the Register of Interest Representa-
tives of the European Commission since 2008; as a scienti�c body it 
cooperates with several European networks, as well as with some 
universities and observatories, in order to foster island tourism. 
  

Islands database 
OTIE has collected geographical 
and tourism data abuot more than 
1.000 European islands in a data-
base. which is periodically upda-
ted thanks to the cooperation of 
the main European statistical 
o
ces. 
In the processing of its data, OTIE 
makes use of advanced statistical 
software which allows to extrapo-
late anticipatory data on tourism. 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

OTIE carries out studies, research and anticipatory analyses on 
tourism development, by relying on its database on island tourism 
and on island tourism and on advanced software. Thnks to its Scien-
ti�cs Commitee and external partnerships, the Observatory produ-
ces statistical analysis which constitute the reviews and journals by 
major international piblishers. 
An OTIE quarterly review is also expected to be started, on which 
remarkable results about research on European island tourism will 
be included 

Report on tourism 
OTIE prepares commissioned 
speci�c reports on islands tourism, 
both generic and thematic to 
emphasising the current situation 
and proving guidance for future 
planning options.



Scienti�c production 
OTIE takes part in the international 
database on island tourism, by 
publishing on the most prestigious 
international reviews. 

Monitoring&trends 
OTIE carries out a periodical 
monitoring of the development 
of tourism in the European 
islands, with special attention to 
possible future performance.

Focus on tourism
OTIE periodically updates the focus 
on tourism in European islands, i.e. a 
document which compares indica-
tors of tourism development refer-
ring to supply and demand in Medi-
terranean, Atlantic, Baltic and 
French overseas islands. 

TRAINING

Training activities organised by OTIE aim to o	er participants a 
great deal of suggestions and stimuli deriving from the best 
practises in island tourism within the European Union. Thus parti-
cipants have the opportunity to deepen their knowledge with 
reference to the organization and management of island tourism. 
To this purpose OTIE involves university professors and internatio-
nal researches woking in the �eld of tourism. 
Courses are generally held either in European islands, where 
theme of island tourism is proposed to the European Union. 

Courses on Tourism for 
State O
cials
The purpose of training activities 
for state o
cials is generally 
twofold, i.e.: on the hand, it dee-
pens speci�c tourism issues and, 
on the other, it provides a model 
of best practices to be adopted 
in the future planning options.  

Summer&Winter Schools 
OTIE organises Summer and 
Winter Schools for university 
students of the European 
Union, as a joint work with 
other institutions and higher 
educational boards. 



EVENTS&MEETINGS 

OTIE organises meetings, lectures, scineti�c conferances and 
panels, the purpose of which is to share knowladge and compe-
tance on an international level about issues linked to tourism 
development. 
Besides, OTIE, as the coordinator of special sessions, also takes 
part in conferances organised by other institutions and boards. 

Conventions&Meetings
OTIE organises autonomous or 
commissioned conventions and 
meetings on tourism, both in 
Sicily and abroad. The involve-
ment of the Observatory is 
generally liked to international 
speakers’ participation in 
events. Panels

OTIE organises panels on touri-
sm, where the main stakehol-
ders in the sector are invited to 
exchange opinions, according 
to the logic of systemic sharing 
of tourism development 

Scienti�c Conference
OTIE annually organises and 
takes part to scienti�c conferen-
ces on speci�c issues concer-
ning tourism and island touri-
sm, which is attended by Euro-
pean and non-European  uni-
versity professors and resear-
chers.

Workshops
OTIE organises workshops for 
university researchers, aiming 
to broaden issues concerning 
island tourism by directly invol-
ving its Scienti�c Commitee. 

Monitoring activities for 
students
OTIE  o	ers monitoring activi-
ties aimed at understanding 
the economic, cultural, social 
and enviromental impact of 
events and particular issues in 
local areas. 



PLANNING

OTIE partecipates in European Community calls as well as natio-
nal and regional projects, both as a lead and as an ordinary part-
ner. 
Besides OTIE contributes to support the planning of other orga-
nizations, both in drawing up projects and in establishing part-
nerships, thanks to its extensive netvwork of contacts and its 
relevant competence in European tourism. 
Furthermore, OTIE applies innovative management methodolo-
gies on its own projects and takes into account issues linked to 
sustainability, which is particularly relevant in island tourism.  

Europena Project Plan-
ning 
OTIE participates in the main 
call for proposals of the Euro-
pean Union, by proposing 
projects in line with the reque-
sts and objectives of each call. 

Support to Partnerships
OTIE supports other institu-
tions in establishing local and, 
above all, international part-
nerships. Thanks to its 
network of contracts, OTIE 
succeeds in setting up highly 
reliable and quali�ed partner-
ships. 

Partecipation in thirdparty 
projects
OTIE, as a scienti�c partner, 
takes part in several European 
projects by providing its contri-
bution, thus guaranteeing high 
standards of project iimple-
mentation.

Project Management 
Methodologies
In its projects OTIE applies the 
newest, sustainable, recogni-
sed and certi�ed methodolo-
gies. Among these, there is the 
PM4ESD a new methodology 
which has its strength in the 
issue of sustainability in touri-
sm.
Besides, OTIE being a member 
of associations dealing with 
tourism accessibility, it takes 
into consideration the main 
indicators in this segment of 
demand.  



CONTACTS
OTIE Secretariat 

38, Via Emerico Amari, 90139 Palermo, Italy
ph/fax +390916117527

international secretariat
info@otie.org

research
research@otie.org
documentation

doc@otie.org
training

training@otie.org
project

project@otie.org
administration
admin@otie.org

Observatory on Tourism in  the European  Islands
OTIE Training

OTIE Training

OTIE Observatory on Tourism in the European Islands

DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

At OTIE Insular Documentation Centre, you  can have access to 
books, reviews, articles and documents on scienti�c data in the 
tourism �eld. They are available to university researchers as well as 
to those involved in island tourism planning on a European scale.

Texts
Thanks to its own purchase or 
to donations, the Documenta-
tion Centre holds more than 
1000 texts on tourism and 
islands, both in Italian and 
foreign languages. 

Reviews
Several international reviews 
on tourism are catalogued in 
the Documentation Centre, all 
of them can be consulted in 
digital format. 

Services
Texts and reviews of Documen-
tation Centre can be consulted 
<nd borrowed on subscription. 
Copies of parts of texts or 
scienti�c articles can be requi-
red. 
On commission OTIE extrapo-
lates literature for scienti�c 
articles. 


